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Pete Moore finds a viable 22 Lang
Rifle AK47 variant that he likes, all the

way from Poland

wen the amount of 22 rimfire,
Gln::h alike, military, semiaulo riffes

around, I'm suprissd that tha only
AHAT-type was from GSG [Garman Spart
Gaun). To be honast, it was not all that, as i©
did nol feesl right, norssas i hal reliabled
Waird, &5 ther [ater MPE ShiG and Stldd
assaui rille were bang on the money and i's
hard 1o think they all came from the eame
place, 3o, il fou hankered for the pleasures of
a UH-apgal wersion of what must be the
warlds most pralific military nile ever made,
then you would be sadly disappointed.

POLSKI AK

Howesyesr, | Brad hessed a rumour that FSU
Connactions hed brought something n and &
ol bo the owner Oleg Ssochkin confrmed
this, Callad tha Bery-22. & namea that wouid
ke most Brils who had read the Beano

comic laugh, &9 one of the charactars wes
a girl called Bearyl the Peril, The irany al this
would ba kst on those who e in Europs
or the US. Losking desper showed the
Beryl was & Polish meksa, from Febnka
Broni's Archer frms Faciory in Radom, the
haart of their firearms industry,
Unsurprisingh. it's beavily based on ther
standard =arvica rifle; the Harsbinsk
Sriarmowy Wade 1996 Beryl (MBG],
Chamberad in S 56x45mm i raplaced bath
the 7.82x38mm SEM and the 5455 mm
AKT A, 4K variants usad by thes armed
faross, The 23 version is prelly much the
same deal as say & 22 timfie Spikas
AR15, in thal il us=s & siandad 7323 loaer
s upper but built arcumd & 22 Long Rifia
semiaubo only action and bamel, So, /L% in
mist wavs the dasd spit of the onginal
centmefie,
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Essantially an AK variant, it shows a
higherbisikd] standard and scme nice
featur«e-a. [t akso tha samsa basic
Ealashaikioy package. For sismple, there's
M automatss, last ound or manua
el Faility and thal big and clunky
safaty lewar remains, as alway=. Diffarant. s
the langer 187 barrel with the front Sight et
bach further and a rathar fancy murze
brake fbed; also, the pastic Torend has
bean raplacad by a 4wey, Ploatinny mil
blech. Maoving further baak, the pistol grip
ok 1o be & Fah Defence Adraplacemsent
wilh mare bo @it hald of and Bnger groves;
nice handlel Most niticedble is the shart,
moen-folding, tedesoapic butt and 1he bk of
night sight bracket on the left of the
recaiver, which = normally used in all the
panaric Akdvpes for's day scope mounting,
which was never ideal,
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UF AND OVER
Instaad, Falryka Bron heva fitbed a hong, (0,
raized Picalnmy base that obeales and locks
at the rear of the recever and stabilises by
Pwir Porwaird ;-;Fn.: thiat epgq;-: wilh cutauls
in the sidas of the dummy gas block, t's &
Bestiar solution in Some wisys, buk still olfers
a vary high sight line, which, sith their low
Bults, is ancther familar fealore on AKS. dron
sights are tha sama with a tengant. Unoich
ol the rear and he classic K & fame up
fromk with & heightywindege-adustable post;
dhhough basic, they work fine, The ball
system and barrel ara dedicatad 220 and,
like the milftary gunes, the bare is chrame
limad and the rifle sirips lka the criginal. The
salely is a bvo posilion design; up is SAFE
with tha balt blockad fram moving rearsands.
Thes cocking handie is quilte skinm. bul
thera's ancugh to gat hold of. Akthough not
inchuded in the price; ihe Beryl came fitted
with an APOPHIS 1-6X28 first focal plane,
sompasct, CORGpe soope, more of that fater,
Controts ars simple, the big safaty lewvar
on 1he right. Mips up io SAFE, where it alse
blocks bokt movermnant and down to FIRE. On
request, this can be slotted 1o aoffer & basicf
manual hold opan facility. The magazina
ralmase is & pushfareand lever a1 the rear of
the mag well and feed & from a 20-round
polymer magacine, with a sidemounted
follower buttan in a slot for ease of filling.
Thes FAR Defenoe pistol grip is preferable to
the skinmy Ak-typa: differant, is the
lelescopic $1o0k, a design we usually

mssociale with the AR1LS carbing lypes, 1S
micanted on & strut and not a buffer tubs
and sils very low on the receiver, it has

daceant shoukdar faotprint, thanks to the

: slp-0, nibber exension pal Typically,

lergth of pull {LOP) s short at 12.5° with a
Eotal sdjustment length of just 2,57, fine for
the rcn sights, bt with the high-maounted
opitias rail and shorl LOP head) soope
pasition is nof deal. 'm told that this can ba
replaced with a FAR Defence alte mative with
& height-adiustabls cheekpiace, comib.

fire

AVIOMAT

ALTERMATIVE THINKING

An alternatee mounting option woulkd b to
s & fow, canlibaver base atlachsd 1o the
12 O'clock Pieatinmy rall on the hand puand,
&% il waukl pasition the scope a bil more
farward and in dong so the eyeplecs, which
1er & grester degres would campensale for
tha sharter LOE | tned this with & Primary
anmes 166249 1 had, and # ‘warked well
enough. Howesar, with the APOPHIS 16338
of tap, the lack ol hesd support was mosl
nticeabla. Corvarsaly, a compact. raflax
red dol g Tront would be & great altermative =
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B o the iron sights, One anomaly on (he soope
basa ks the fact thatitis a tight fit and Oleg
supglied @ robber mallet .1I:I. | could Enock it
o 10 angaga the forwand, support ams, it's
nal an issus, st the way II' 'u'l I p}:iti':n.
the rotary lever in its base is tumad to the
right io éngige and ook, Cversdl, the
Beryk22 i a'walkmade and presembad rifla,
wilh & nice heft Bo il apd, mes tesing me, |
bowied it right away. | suppose in terms of faal
and handing it's smilar (o GEG's 21G44,
which | consider the historical wallzpring for
e Falashmiko,

| tred thresa brands of ammo; Moma
Gl-grain s uEsanics, Winchesier MAX
d2-gran subs and Remingion Cyclons high
welogity, The Mommas, nnning at sub-1000
fpe 19T 0fpe] would be & good tast of the
rifle’s ability b cycle slow lkeads, as redt all
samis can digast it Much o my dalight, the
Beryl ste it -alf';n-.i"ll'r_w.ll preference, with nal
onie sloppags, Accuracy was also good, with
the rifle more thancapable of kaelding 1
1.5° at 10m and also holding its own with
iran sighls, nice. .. | did fnd the dyesy,
Ficatinny forend & bit hard on the hands and
would recomimend some rail guards or a
vartical foregrip.

LIVE ROUND EJECTION?

A bt | sy dio with any semiaute rimfire,
is to sea if it will e round eect, to simdats
the unkad; Some don™. Oleg toldme.il
didn't, but | hisd no probilems at all. Cna
aspach to Ihink aboul is the s of kald
open, unless of course you get the safaty
aslch slodted. I'd recommend a chamber fag,
a5 that would doubtlass be acceptable at
aluby and compelition e, Socurate, relishle,
ool looking and certainky distnctiva, the
dovnside s the price, as the oost of this

modde| with the soape rail is L1289, by
special ordar, with a £4000, up fromt daposit.
The main reason is that Fabryka Broni price
theim the same &3 their centrafira guns, &6
FEU dosmsn'l shack hal many at any one time,

cQB

The APIPHIS 16528 I8 a bypical compact
yarizble, of the fype much loved by the imine
Action shoofing discipines, | have & similar
Hawke mpdel on my Smith & Wesson MAEF
A522, With raticle illumination it will act as
# red dol &t minimum magnification and from
%26 allow you to reach out to 1083 vards +
easily enbugh. Best described a5 a COH
|closa quarter battle| sight, tha APCOPHIS (s &
tad differs=nt, &5 0 shows & 35mm body ube
and 28mim chjectve kans, which might
increase the field of view a liltke, no bad
thing. The rediclk s your typhcal laddar-typsa
with preseat horieonlal stadia fram 100 1o
800m, with an inverted, horseshos ring
surraunding the centre dol Tar fast
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soquisition and placing, there are also lkesd
and wind markers. Yisually, tha patiem is a
bit small ancd quile busy, &= 1his genenc
design tands to be, as it tries to ba all things
bl shooters, chok values are 0.BKMOA,
llumination = by & rheostat druem on te laft
of the saddle, that offers both red and gresn
opticn=. |t comes suppead with two, low,
Picatinny iy e rings and flipup lens caps, In
use, | found the focus guita critical, which
would doublless be helpad with a more
supported head position, as alresdy
mentioned; but at £280, i's in the ballpark
and wouild doubtlass suit 223 ARs foo.

END GAME

Rifles fike ihe BenddZ are up adanst the
mizma prodific and nomally cheapar AR 15
types, with most offering some fom of
automatic and; or manual st mound hold
oipen &% standard and gererally mare
userfriandly control functions. Flus, thera's
e Sepanate, stope moning system
raciured and prices of & mid-evel pun like
the Tippmann =il &t arourd L1000 mark]
Howayer, it i= what it is and in that has a
cerlain appeal. il vou wanl something (o
miaka you stand out from the crowd.
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